Rationale for changes to the Rural Municipality of Kingston’s Development Bylaw as it pertains to Excavation Pits and Tourist Accommodations

Excavation Pits Sections 5.13, 5.14 and 5.15
On February 2018, the Provincial Government amended the Excavation Pit Regulations transferring authority for the design, development, operation and restoration of all excavation pits to any municipality that had bylaws designed to regulate excavation pits.
Kingston only became aware of the change in regulations in September 2022.  Since that time, we have requested the province continue to regulate existing excavation pits, but any applications for a new pit would be managed by the municipality.  The province has been in agreement with that arrangement.
Since 2023 Council has considered taking on the authority of regulating excavation pits and has weighed the advantages and disadvantages.  After long consideration, council has determined that the province should retain full authority over the design, development, operation and restoration of all excavation pits within Kingston.  They determined the costs associated in regulating excavation pits would be prohibitive for both the municipality and pit operators.  The size of our municipality does not support having the in-house expertise required to manage regulating excavation pits.
The municipality does however retain the authority over land use planning and with the adoption of the new Plan and Development Bylaw 2025, excavation pits are only permitted in Industrial Zones.  As such, anyone wishing to open a new excavation pit will be required to seek amendment to the Zoning Bylaw.  The requirements for rezoning are contained in the Development Bylaw under sections 4.10 and 4.11.
The proposed amendment to our Development Bylaw will remove all reference to regulating excavation pits under sections 5.13, 5.14 and 5.15, will remove appropriate references to excavation pits found elsewhere in the bylaw and may add clarifications to section 4.10 and 4.11 as it pertains to rezoning.

Tourist Establishments 5.35
As part of the Plan and Development bylaw review completed in 2025, it was the consensus during the public input exercise and in discussions at the Planning Board and at Council that the municipality would not seek to regulate tourist accommodations within the municipality.  The province already regulates and license tourist accommodations and the municipality did not want to add an additional layer of regulation.  During the creation of the new Development Bylaw 2025, we failed to remove a prior reference to Tourist Establishments found in our old development bylaw, specifically Bed and Breakfast operations.  Planning board and council seeks to remove section 5.35 entirely, treating any bed and breakfast operation the same as it would and Airbnb or other similar accommodation.
